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NUMBERS

2021 BY THE

Measuring 
our impact

368 670
New arrivals from Afghanistan received

services from our Afghan Response Team,
which helped with everything from food and
household goods to school enrollment and

long-term housing.

Clients received services from The Refugee
Response in 2021, whether it was help filling
out a benefits application, mentoring, after-

school soccer, or job placement.

5,326
Was raised in donations and given to

refugees as cash, vouchers or gift cards,
humanitarian parole visa application fees,

and a new home after a house fire.

$279,021
Boxes of fresh produce sold through the Ohio
City Farm Community Supported Agriculture

program.

$401,040 528
One-on-one in-person mentoring sessions

were held at our Learning Lab.
Was awarded to graduating Teen Response
seniors in scholarships and financial aid as

they head off to college.

78 26
Kids and teens were matched with virtual

mentors and tutors who met with them over
Zoom.

Clients were connected to new employers.

39511
Immigrants and refugees serve on our

Community Advisory Board.
Volunteers pitched in to distribute CSA

shares, tutor kids and teens, coach soccer,
staff our annual benefit, and much more.

We’re grateful to each and every one!
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Dear Friends,

In 2021 our community was beset by twin global crises: the ongoing pandemic and the takeover of

Afghanistan by the Taliban. These issues are too large and complex for any one organization to

address alone. This has meant that in 2021 collaboration and innovation was more important than ever.

We have also reached more families with our programs than we could have imagined just a few years

ago. 

Two years into the pandemic, the impact of school closures on English language learners has come

into focus. To help students recover lost ground while staying safe, our Youth Mentoring Program

created an adaptive model with online mentoring and an in-person learning lab. To encourage social

and emotional learning, we launched a summer camp with a student-led program called #Corner65,

which now has a permanent home at The Refugee Response. Our education work has grown through

partnerships with the Cleveland Metropolitan School District, Urban Community School and

Cleveland’s resettlement agencies.

We've also seen exciting growth at Ohio City Farm, our organization's flagship employment program. 

The number of members in our Community Supported Agriculture Program continued to grow, and we

cultivated partnerships with local producers like Youth Bee Works, Killik Hot Sauce and Frayed Knot

Farm. We are able to start the 2022 growing season with a minimum farm wage of $15 per hour, a

goal we have pursued for years.

In August 2021 we watched in horror as the Taliban took Kabul and tens of thousands fled the country

while others were trapped in a dangerous and unpredictable circumstances. From August into 2022,

The Refugee Response has worked with our partners to ensure that each arriving family was met with

dignity and respect, and to ensure their basic needs were met.

Numbers alone can't capture the impact of our work. We focus on providing quality care and services

to newcomer individuals, families and communities. This would be impossible without the strength, skill

and compassion of the hundreds of volunteers and the thousands of individual donors who support us.

Even more important are the newcomers who work alongside us and guide us.

We hope this report provides a picture of us as an organization and our incredible and resilient clients.

We've included the stories of real people in our community, the challenges they’ve faced and their

dreams and victories. We hope you enjoy it and thank you for all the love and support. 

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Patrick Kearns 

Executive Director TRR Staff at the Ohio City Farm in 2022
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#Corner65 is a youth-led refugee program
geared to spark creativity, community

engagement, and overall health & wellness.
#Corner65 provides important outlets for
students to experience various activities
the students themselves get to initiate. 

 
#Corner65 became part of The Refugee
Response after partnering on various

programming throughout 2021. Being a part
of The Refugee Response has been a

tremendous encouragement to many of the
#Corner65 kids as The Refugee Response

was one of the first groups to welcome
them to Cleveland. 

This past year Mayada has been painting with various

types of paint techniques and selling her paintings to

friends & family to either raise awareness or funds for

specific causes she is passionate about. Mayada has

shown leadership in #Corner65 from the very beginning.

She exemplifies what it is to be a peer leader at the age

of 12 years old. She has connected many of her friends

to #Corner65 and we are very excited to see her growth

as she grows with us from the very start as a program.

#CORNER65
#Corner65 officially started in 2017 as a drop-in program

with 30 refugee students seeking after-school

extracurriculars and a safe space for them to adjust to

their new life in Cleveland. After listening to their requests

and what they wanted to see happen in their new

community, the program now works with over 100 refugee

students in Cleveland. The students told Program Director

Becky Trout that they were looking for somewhere they

could “just be kids and play without fear of not being

accepted or bullied for their culture”. The students also

expressed how difficult it was to get transportation and

consent forms in their native language for programming

within the community that already existed. With these

barriers in mind, #Corner65 was born to bridge that gap.

Youth-led initiatives began to explore more of what their

peers were asking for and how we could accomplish them

together. We discussed the hobbies, talents, goals, and

athletics they’d like to try out and become more involved

with. One of the most vocal advocate #Corner65 students,

Mayada Zakaria, shares a bit about her experience within

#Corner65:

“I will be telling you about my experience and what I
learned in #Corner65. I have been in #Corner65 for
about 5 years. I have learned a lot of things, and I've
figured out things that I did not know I could do. Did
you know I learned most of my English from being in
#Corner65? I've also learned how to paint and draw
from #Corner65, because of the love and support. I've
also done a lot of things I really wanted to do, which
was to ride a horse and been to places that I never
knew existed. They made me into this well rounded
young teen. I tried new foods and activities. One of
them was, sewing. Now, I'm getting better and better
everyday thanks to #Corner65”
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As we launch into 2022, the #Corner65 students are

thrilled to make new friends with more new arrivals and

create additional programming with The Refugee

Response. One of our #Corner65 participants, Heri

Ramadhani, reminisces about summer camp at Thomas

Jefferson this past summer:

 
“I remember one time in the summer, it was
another day of playing soccer at the camp. We
were playing in a little tournament of four teams
and the last two teams get to play in the final. We
played our hearts out with so much passion it was
amazing. #Corner65 helps us meet all these new
people, and enjoy these awesome memories. It
means so much to me, we make lots of friends and
get to have fun together.”

With Heri’s involvement in our #Corner65 soccer

program he has been able to be obtain a full

scholarship to St. Edwards High School. While Heri is

succeeding in his academics and soccer career at St.

Edwards, he still remains a leader within our program

and will be serving on our Youth Advisory Council in

2022. 

KARIBU CLE:
CMSD SUMMER CAMP

The camp, Karibu CLE, was run as a part of CMSD's

Summer Enrichment Program. The Refugee Response

operated a drop-in menu of soccer and art therapy

programming for Cleveland's refugee students at Thomas

Jefferson's Newcomer Academy for 8 weeks during the

summer of 2021.

Besides offering an outlet for health and mental wellness

for students, the summer camp focused on building soccer

skills and expression through new artistic outlets. For

soccer, we partnered with Force Sports and Lakewood

High School's varsity girls team. For arts, staff members

from The Refugee Response joined in to lead comic-

drawing workshops, dance classes and more. Art therapy

sessions were run by a local licensed art-therapist,

Rebekah Chilcote.

Karibu CLE served as a pilot for #Corner65's operation at

The Refugee Response. After a successful summer

providing extracurricular wellness programming to over 100

of Cleveland's refugee students, #Corner65 has officially

joined The Refugee Response in 2022.
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The Youth Mentoring Program helps Cleveland-area
resettled refugees in grades K-8 develop a foundation
for academic success through consistent, individualized
mentoring that is mindful of their social-emotional well-
being and bolstered by proactive engagement with
students, parents, mentors, educational and community
institutions. Students are paired one-on-one with a
mentor they meet with for two hours a week over a two-
year period, either over webcam from their homes or on
site at our Learning Lab. Mentors help students navigate
school assignments, strengthen core competencies in
academic English, reading, and math, and develop
routines and attitudes that support meaningful learning.
Program staff also check in regularly with parents to
address educational access barriers, bridge
communication gaps, and connect them to resources.

YOUTH MENTORING PROGRAM

Since the Learning Lab was launched in 2020 on the
Urban Community School campus, the program has
developed exciting ways to engage students in social-
emotional learning and creative self-expression and
enrichment. In 2021, the Learning Lab hosted sessions
three days a week, serving 33 students in person. This
space, hosted on the Urban Community School
campus, has grown into a collaborative community
where everyone is a teacher and everyone is a learner.
Students, mentors, and staff take turns leading
activities from art workshops and outdoor sports to
meditation. 

Soad (left) and Safa (middle) lead a yoga session outside with staff
member Mohammad outdoors at the Learning Lab.

Mentor J.B. Bergin (left) and student Adnan use folding cootie catchers in a
speed round of a getting-to-know-you Q&A game on the first day of fall

semester at the Learning Lab.

62
CHILDREN SERVED

528
LEARNING LAB

SESSIONS

993
VIRTUAL MENTORING

SESSIONS

772
HOURS OF VIRTUAL

MENTORING ACTIVITY

100%
 OF STUDENTS RECEIVED
CONTINUOUS SUPPORT

THROUGH 2021

420
CHECK IN CALLS MADE TO

PARENTS
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T H E  F I G H T  T O  G R A D U A T E
Mohammad’s education was getting back on track in
2020. He arrived in the US in 2016 after spending
three and a half years as a refugee in Jordan. Back
home in Syria, he had attended a special school for
students with sight impairment, but he wasn’t able to
continue studying in Jordan. 

At Thomas Jefferson International Newcomers’
Academy, where he started school in Cleveland,
things were good, he said. The Refugee Response had
connected him to an Arabic-speaking mentor, as well
as the Cleveland Sight Center. Learning a new
language was hard, but he said he was getting the
help he needed to learn with his disability.

Then Covid hit.

Suddenly, all Mohammad’s classes were online. With
his sight disability, he couldn’t figure out how to turn
on the computer, navigate the online platforms, or use
virtual classrooms. His education came to a standstill.

When our Youth Mentoring Program first opened its in-
person Learning Lab for refugee students in fall 2020,
Mohammad was one of the first students invited to
attend.

His first mentor at the Lab was Amanda Hudock, a
teacher by profession. She said she started
volunteering at the Learning Lab during the pandemic
while she was out of the classroom. Overcoming both
a sight and language barrier was a challenge, but the
pair made it work. Amanda helped Mohammad
access his online classes. They used braille flash
cards, and with a magnifying glass and heavy markers,
Mohammad could practice reading and writing
visually. When Hudock had to stop volunteering after
six months, a Refugee Response family liaison, Nahla
Abuhamdi, stepped in to keep working with him.

In the spring of 2021, at the end of what he had
hoped would be his senior year, Mohammad still didn’t
have enough credits to graduate high school. He had
simply missed too much school during the pandemic.

Mohammad thought about leaving high school to try
for his GED instead. Nahla explained that the GED
exam can be difficult to pass for English-language
learners, and reminded him how hard he had worked
already to finish high school. Mohammad said he
decided to stick it out for the sake of his family.
That meant attending two months of daily summer
school. 

Mohammad proudly holding his diploma on graduation day.

When the summer session started, Mohammad would
get up, get ready, and wait for his school-provided
transportation to arrive. For two weeks, the
transportation never showed up.

“I was bored,” Mohammad said. “I was like, ‘Why isn’t
this happening?’”

As soon as Nahla found out, she worked with Khwater
Nayef, the school district’s Refugee Services
Coordinator, to sort out Mohammad’s school
transportation. After that, he attended summer school
daily.

Finally, at the end of the summer session, Mohammad
attended his graduation ceremony. His family wasn’t
able to be there, but, he said, “I was so happy. I was
so proud of myself.”

Mohammad is thinking about the next stages of his
life. He says he wants to go to college. Someday, he
hopes to work with computers and teach other people
braille. Nahla, the family liaison who stuck with him
throughout the process, is confident he’ll succeed. 

"Mohammad is a hard working man and he has a
bright future in front of him,” she said, adding, “To be
continued!”
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“I joined Teen Response my first year in
high school and also my first year in
Cleveland, Ohio. I was in 9th grade and
was a weak student and did not believe in
myself. Also, I was not that good at
English. After joining the Teen Response
program and meeting with Ms. Emma I
feel I change from a weak student to a
strong student. TRR helped my siblings
find jobs in the summer. Also, TRR helped
them in school to graduate from high
school. I became braver and started to
become one of the honor students at John
Marshall High School. Teen Response
changed my life and other students' lives
for the better.”

- Shahd Alkhlif (Teen Response Student)

T E E N  R E S P O N S E

35
TEENAGE REFUGEE STUDENTS ARE

CURRENTLY ENROLLED IN TR AT
JOHN MARSHALL HIGH SCHOOL

24
STUDENTS SECURED PAID
SUMMER JOBS AT LOCAL
CLEVELAND BUSINESSES

OF TR SENIORS GRADUATED FROM
JOHN MARSHALL HIGH SCHOOL 

100% $401,040 20

Teen Response was initiated in 2018, with the goal of supporting resettled families by assisting

students in navigating their current high school experience and challenging them to define and

pursue pathways towards educational and career goals. The program is currently based out of

John Marshall High School and is a collaboration between The Refugee Response and CMSD’s

Multilingual Multicultural Education Office. The program provides crucial after school tutoring,

counseling, career exposure and interactive learning experiences to 35 resettled refugee

students as well as their parents/guardians, allowing the students to be more successful in

both school and life during and after high school. 

TR STUDENTS MATCHED WITH
VIRTUAL TUTORS

AWARDED TO TR SENIORS IN
SCHOLARSHIPS AND

FINANCIAL AID AS THEY
HEAD OFF TO COLLEGE

SENIORS WERE ACCEPTED INTO
POST-SECONDARY ACADEMIC

INSTITUTIONS.

100%

Teen Response students lift each other up after falling during an ice skating outing. Photo by  Kaitlin Walsh.



Suddenly, after almost four months in hiding, the
family got their chance. They applied for visas to
Pakistan and were approved. From there, everyone
could go home to Cleveland – except Ali. Because he
and Nazila had just married, he didn't have a US
green card yet.

The family borrowed thousands of dollars from a
relative to buy tickets to Islamabad. To reach their
flight, they had to navigate Taliban checkpoints and
airport security.

"I was nervous," Nazila said. "I thought, 'Maybe we
cannot go back to Cleveland. Maybe something is
going to happen.” But once they boarded the plane,
she realized, “Everything is OK. We can go back
home.”

Nazila and Meena's family as they prepared to leave Kabul for
Pakistan. Photo courtesy of family.

 
The family's four-month ordeal was finally over. 

When they reached home, Emma said, “They had
been traveling for 45 hours to get from Kabul to
Pakistan to Turkey to Chicago to Cleveland, and they
still wanted me to come over for dinner as soon as
they landed. They had a whole feast.”

But Nazila couldn't share the rest of her family's joy.

"Let me tell you the truth," Nazila said. When they
arrived in Cleveland, "my mother, my sister and
brother, they were happy, but I wasn’t happy. I was
thinking about my husband. I was scared for him.”

Now, the family is working on picking up where they
left off. The Refugee Response used donations raised
to support Afghan refugees to help the family repay
the cost of the tickets. Nazila, who wants to be a
dentist, plans to resume her studies at Tri-C in the
spring. Meena is catching up on the school she
missed and getting back on track to graduate with
help from Teen Response.

Ali is still in Afghanistan. Nazila speaks with him
regularly. The last time they were on the phone, he
told her he was terrified. As Nazila talked about him,
she broke down in tears.

F L E E I N G  A F G H A N I S T A N

In September 2021, Meena was supposed to be
starting her senior year at John Marshall High School.
She was supposed to be seeing her friends again
after visiting family all summer. She was supposed to
be meeting new peers in Teen Response.

Instead, she was in hiding, fearing a knock on the
door by the Taliban.

Meena, a refugee from Afghanistan whose father had
worked for American troops, went back to
Afghanistan in June for a happy event: her sister's
Nazila's wedding.

But on Aug. 15, the Afghan president fled the country,
and the capitol city fell to the Taliban. Like many
Afghans, the family feared they could face retribution
for their father's work with the Americans. Most
Afghan refugees in the US enter with Special
Immigrant Visas, which are only available to the
families of people who worked with the US military.
Having an American green card could mark them for
execution.

The first night after Kabul fell, Nazila said most of the
family wept.

"A lot of people knew that we came from the USA, so
we could not go out," Nazila said. "We got scared.”

For help, the family called Emma Vogel, the head of
The Refugee Response's Teen Response program.
Emma jumped on the case, calling all the lawmakers
she could think of, as well as the State Department
and volunteer groups.

Every day, she heard from Meena and Nazila's father,
who was still in Cleveland.

“Between Aug. 15 and Aug. 31 it was pretty much
24/7 I was talking to the family and talking to the
State Department,” Emma said.

But the State Department was prioritizing evacuating
US citizens. Green card holders like Nazila and
Meena were lower down on the list.

"Lots of times [U.S. government officials] contacted
us," Nazila said. "They said, 'Just wait, we are going to
contact you.' We were waiting for them for almost
one month, but nobody called.”

Meanwhile, the family's situation became worse and
worse. They heard that the Taliban was going door to
door in the neighborhood where they were staying,
looking for people with ties to America, so they snuck
away to another house. Then, most of the family fell ill
with fevers.

Another Taliban scare made them change homes
again. Their money for food began to run out.
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The Multilingual Content Creation program was
established to provide educational information to
refugee families in their language built on community
expertise and experience. Our creation process is built
around expert partners and community feedback.

In 2021, our focus was health content and regional/local
partnerships to increase our expertise and reach. We
started the year with a Covid-19 vaccine testimonial
campaign during which we taped dozens of testimonials
from vaccinated community members, and ended the
year forming partnerships for an educational healthcare
access campaign for Cleveland's young refugees.
Special thanks to Catholic Charities Migration & Refugee
Services for partnering on the vaccine testimonial
campaign. See Tom Mrosko, Director of Migration and
Refugee Services receiving a vaccine pictured left. 

Over the summer we piloted a summer content program
at Thomas Jefferson, where we taught students
photography and social media graphic design. This in-
school programming has continued with our assistance of
the Youth Mentoring Program's Refugee School Impact
program.

In our continued work to empower and uplift Cleveland's
refugee community, the Content Program spent the end of
2021 helping the Somali Community Center of Cleveland build
a website with pathways for digital fundraising. The leadership
of the Center are running community programs and have a big
vision for the future of their community. Our work supporting
their mission with content and fundraising expertise is designed
to help them thrive for years to come. In 2022 we will assist
more of Cleveland's refugee communities in this way.

MULTILINGUAL CONTENT
CREATION

40 500+ 16
COUNTRIES AROUND THE WORLD

WHERE OUR CONTENT WAS
WATCHED

HOURS OF VIDEOS WATCHED
ON THE REFUGEE RESPONSE'S

YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

TRANSLATED EDUCATIONAL
VIDEOS PRODUCED

SOMALI COMMUNITY
CENTER OF CLEVELAND
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Ohio City Farm, one of the largest contiguous urban farms in

the United States at nearly six acres, provides fresh, local and

healthy food to Cleveland’s under-served residents, boosts the

local food economy, and educates the community about the

importance of a complete food system. In 2021 our team of six

full time farmers (all former refugees from Burma, Bhutan, and

the Congo) and three part-time staff had another impressive

year of growth. 

In addition to serving over 250 members through our 20-week

CSA program, we extended our growing season to include a

new 6-week fall extension to the CSA for 50 members and

offered our first-ever flower shares in partnership with Frayed

Knot Farm. We opened a new online farm store to sell some of

our shelf-stable and value-added farm stand favorites for the

holiday season, as well as handmade throw pillows from The

Refugee Response’s Afghan Craftswomen Program.

We received two USDA grants in 2021 that will allow

us to complete some much-anticipated small

infrastructure updates as well as plan for larger

projects as the farm gains a new neighbor in the

future Irishtown Bend Park, slated to open in 2026.

Our resident pollinators also upgraded their home,

courtesy of redhouse studio architecture. The new

bee barn, pictured at right, was built using mycelium

bricks and the inside contains renderings of famous

refugees from around the world.

OHIO CITY FARM

5,326

MORE THAN $3600

6

CSA BOXES DISTRIBUTED DURING THE 2021
SEASON

OF PRODUCE DONATED THROUGH THE FOOD
DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM AT MAY DUGAN
CENTER

FULL-TIME JOB OPPORTUNITIES FOR FORMER
REFUGEES
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This past year brought spotlights and changes to Cleveland's largest

urban farm. Pictured above, CSA member Ramat Wiley’s local

business Adun Spice Co. was featured in a Key Bank advertisement

airing nationwide and filmed partially here at the farm with

picturesque views and a great cameo from our team member Aline.

The whole team had fun with a morning of filming alongside Ramat.

Pictured to the left, Independence Excavating and the DiGeronimo

Companies generously donated labor and materials to update the

farm's entrance and wash/pack area with poured concrete, new

drainage, lighting, landscaping and a fresh coat of paint. The new

concrete entry ramp makes the farm accessible for wheelchair users

and other visitors with mobility limitations and the updated

vegetable washing station is easier to clean and more user-friendly

for our whole team. Thanks to everyone on the DiGeronimo team

who lent a hand!

Near the end of our season, we were thrilled to welcome friends and

supporters into our gates as TRR's annual benefit event returned

once again to the farm with incredible food, music, and community

spirit. We look forward to our 2022 season with gratitude.

THE FARM IN FOCUS
 Ramat Wiley, CSA member and owner of local Adun Spice Co., filming at Ohio City Farm. Photo by Colleen Dodge.
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After arriving, he and his family stayed with friends and in
AirBNBs as they searched for apartments. They watched
as Kabul fell to the Taliban just two days after they
arrived, and they worried for their families back home.
On top of that, Waisuddin knew he needed to find a job.

“I wanted something where I could grow and get
promoted,” he said. “But at some point, I thought I would
take any job. I assumed I’d have to start at the ground
level, just so I could pay rent.”

In September, the Adult Employment Team at TRR linked
Waisuddin to a job fair at Great Lakes Cheese Company
(GLC). After he told the company about his past
experience as a manager, translator, and high school
teacher, he was hired on the spot.

Now, Waisuddin works in Talent Development, where he
manages interns for the company. He says the position
utilizes skills from his past roles in Afghanistan.
“Back home, I always loved working with youth,” he says. “I
taught high school and managed a hostel, and taught
youth chess and soccer. I really enjoying messaging with
the interns and helping them grow.”

And while he was initially nervous about working in a
corporate environment, he says he’s found a home at
GLC.

“I thought I’d be the only Muslim or foreigner there,” he
said. “But it’s incredibly diverse. There are Christians,
Muslims, Hindus, and people from all different
backgrounds. My manager has given me a lot of
confidence, and is good at explaining things I don’t
know.”

Best of all, he says there’s opportunity for him to grow. He
hopes to use GLC’s tuition reimbursement program to
pursue a master's degree in human resources. In the
meantime, he wants to use his position to hire more
Afghans, and develop upwardly mobile career pathways
for other refugees.

ADULT
EMPLOYMENT

The Refugee Response’s Adult Programming seeks to build
refugees’ capacity for self-sufficiency and community
engagement through increased language competency,
cultural exchange, and employment opportunities. In the
wake of the pandemic, the Adult Employment team
continued to link refugees to employment through resume
writing, case management, job-training, and partnership
building. In particular, the team focused on finding
employment opportunities that were not just “any job,” but
that aligned with clients’ career goals. 

Some, like M, a refugee from the Democratic Republic of
Congo, learned carpentry through a position with a
construction company. He was able to couple his learning
at Tri-C with his on-the-job training, where he’s now paid
over $20/hour. M says learning to build houses is a
“dream come true,” and he’s helped recruit other
members of the Congolese community to join his
construction team.

AFGHAN CRAFTSWOMEN
The Afghan Craftswomen Program was founded by a
group of Afghan women who wanted to find ways to use
their creativity and earn an income while still caring for
their children at home. The collective continued to create
new designs and products in 2021. For the summer, they
sewed and sold decorative cloth flower pots, and for
their winter collection, they created six different throw
pillow designs.
 
In addition, The Refugee Response partnered with
resettlement agencies to start a new program: Meals on
Arrival. Meals on Arrival provides hot, culturally
appropriate meals to recently arrived refugees, so that
refugees’ first meal in Cleveland tastes of home. The
group was also contracted to cook 90 Thanksgiving
meals for newly arrived Afghan families. As a result, over
179 new arrivals received meals with food from their
home countries.

Waisuddin's first month
in Cleveland was filled
with uncertainty.   

“The only thing I knew
about Cleveland was
what I googled in
Afghanistan” he laughs.
“I knew the cost of living
is cheap, that you get
lots of snow, and that
the winter isn’t as cold
as Kabul.”

2 0 2 1  A N N U A L  R E P O R T ,  A D U L T  E M P L O Y M E N T  |  1 3



HUMANITARIAN PAROLE LEGAL CLINIC

$35,000
WORTH OF FOOD

VOUCHERS
DISTRIBUTED

When the Taliban took over Kabul, Afghanistan on Aug. 15, 2021, the futures
of tens of thousands of US citizens, green card holders and Afghan nationals
who worked with or alongside US operations were in jeopardy. The Refugee
Response, with our partners at Global Cleveland and Catholic Charities
Migration and Refugee Services of Greater Cleveland, rapidly mobilized to
offer a legal clinic on Aug. 23rd to help Afghans living in the Cleveland area
apply for humanitarian parole on behalf of family members in Afghanistan.
Thanks to a groundswell of community support, we raised $193,685 to offset
the Humanitarian Parole application fees, which were $575 per person. We
were able to fund 337 applications. Over 350 Afghan community members
attended the clinic, filing over 600 applications. The Refugee Response staff
and volunteers continued to provide support through text banking to help
more community members file humanitarian parole applications and connect
with the legal team at Catholic Charities. Ultimately, our coalition helped
people file more than 1,000 visa applications.

AFGHAN RESPONSE TEAM
The Refugee Response’s newest team was created in October in
response to the increased need for services for Afghan refugees. With
over 650 (as of this report) Afghans arriving in Cleveland, normal
channels of assistance for refugees were quickly overwhelmed.

Our Afghan Response Team focused first on the most pressing needs:
affordable housing and household goods. We worked with the existing
refugee community, resettlement agencies, and local landlords to
identify new sources of affordable housing, and located 14 apartments
and housing units where new arrivals could live.

Meanwhile, our Afghan staff members reached out to new arrivals to
provide support and advice, and to learn about pressing needs. The
Refugee Response donation store – hosted in Nehemiah Mission and
stocked by generous donors - provided dishes, winter coats, bedding,
food, and appliances to over 90 families in two months. In addition, we
partnered with the Islamic Center of Cleveland and Salaam Cleveland
to distribute over $35,000 worth of food vouchers and fresh food
boxes to families. 

Finally, we’ve provided education support for newly arrived families.
Our Teen Ambassador works on-site at Thomas Jefferson Newcomer’s
Academy three times per week to provide in-classroom support and
tutoring to 10 recently arrived Afghan students. Our team has also
partnered with resettlement agencies to fast-track school enrollment
for families, helping to enroll 10 new families and introduce them to the
American education system.

90+368
AFGHAN

INDIVIDUALS
SERVED

FAMILIES WHO
SHOPPED AT

OUR FREE STORE
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Demonstrations in Cleveland against the Taliban
takeover in August

TRR and Cleveland's Afghan community welcomed over 350
newcomers on Thanksgiving weekend 



REAP THE
BENEFIT 2021
REAP the Benefit 2021 “Making it Home” was held at
Ohio City Farm on October 3rd.

Each year The Refugee Response hosts an annual
benefit to raise critical funds to support our operations,
showcase the work of the organization, highlight
Cleveland’s amazing resettled community and to have
a one of a kind evening. For the first time this year our
event took place solely on the farm's grounds,
overlooking the cityscape from the banks of the
Cuyahoga River. Our 2021 benefit was a fully
vaccinated event with over 500 guests in attendance. 

This year, in light of the effect COVID-19 has had on the
restaurant industry, we hired caterers rather than asking
businesses to donate their services. Longtime supporter
Karen Small from Flying Fig catered our VIP reception
along with chefs from our partners at Great Lakes
Brewing Company. Our caterers for the main event
represented some of Cleveland's numerous immigrant
communities. These immigrant-owned businesses
brought our guests food from China, Burma,
Afghanistan, the Ukraine, the Horn of Africa, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo and Latin America.

The evening also featured a photo exhibit from some
refugee youth photographers who took part in a
photography training with TRR staff. These images
captured Cleveland from their eyes over the course of a
challenging and changing year in their lives.

Sabzina Muhibzada, a graduate of our Teen Response
program, gave the evening's keynote speech. Sabzina
spoke about the difficulties and discrimination she's
experienced as an Afghan living in Northeast Ohio, and
the importance of embracing Cleveland's many
newcomers.

"Even though everyone is different we need each
person to make Cleveland a wonderful place," she
said. "Please welcome people from Afghanistan and
find ways for them to feel at home here. I am glad that
The Refugee Response is trying to help people from
Afghanistan. Please remember that the people coming
here from Afghanistan just want to come to the United
States to protect their family. They want to live a
normal life here in Cleveland and be safe.” 

Sabzina Muhibzada, during her 2021 REAP the Benefit
speech

KEYNOTE SPEECH
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KEY TO OHIO CITY
FARM AWARD
The Refugee Response was honored to award this year’s Key to the
Farm to Khwater Nayef, the Refugee Services Coordinator and
Cleveland Metropolitan School District’s Multicultural Multilingual
Office.

Khwater goes above and beyond to connect refugee students and
their families with health care, financial support and legal aid when
necessary. Her advocacy for students has sparked new programs that
have flourished in CMSD and the community. These include our Teen
Response Program and Karibu CLE, our summer soccer and art therapy
camp launched this year. Ms Nayef is also a member of The Refugee
Response’s Community Advisory Board, a group of dedicated and
passionate leaders from Cleveland’s refugee and immigrant
communities who help The Refugee Response identify gaps in services
and find ways to meet these needs.

Since 2018 (with the exception of 2020) The Refugee Response has
awarded the Key to Ohio City Farm to a recipient at our annual
benefit. The award is to recognize the contributions of amazing
individuals in the Cleveland community who have dedicated
themselves to the service of others, especially Cleveland’s newcomer
populations.

Our first key to Ohio City Farm was presented to Mr. David Dombroviak
to celebrate support for newcomers and the environment. In 2019 the
Key to Ohio City Farm was presented to author, activist, filmmaker and
entrepreneur extraordinaire Loung Ung, a refugee from Cambodia who
settled in Cleveland. Her international best selling memoir First They
Killed My Father was developed into a film produced by Netflix and
available globally.

Musical Performances by Da Land Brass Band
(pictured below), OPUS 216 and the Lucky Ones. 
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I, on behalf of the Congolese Community of Greater Cleveland
appreciate you and your organization on the effort and collaboration in
working with our Congolese Community here in Cleveland. I am always
pleased to see how you and members of your organization (The Refugee
Response) work with families in my community with love and passion, I
couldn’t envision a better organization to collaborate with than The
Refugee Response. I personally thank you for assisting our community
mentally and financially in 2021. Our community was hit hard last year
and as we struggled financially to raise money for funerals of our
member, you and your organization were always there to assist without
hesitation, and I am grateful. 

As we begin this new chapter of 2022, I look forward continuing our
collaboration and strengthening the relationship of The Refugee
Response and the Congolese Community of Greater Cleveland. Days
ahead might not always be bright but with our collaboration, we can
and will continue to improve the lives of not only Congolese but the
whole Refugee Community of Greater Cleveland. I know Covid has
limited us from doing a lot of things but, I strongly believe this chapter
will also pass and we will get out to living our normal lives. 

On behalf of the Committee, we want you to know that we really value
and cherish your dedication toward serving the refugee and immigrant
communities. Thank you for always being there for us and giving this
community your best. 

Sincerely, 
Mayele Degaule Ngemba
President 

Though 2021 brought some brief periods of relief from the Covid-19 pandemic, the Client Admin
Support Services (CASS) team saw another year of uncertainty and hardship for many of the families

we serve. Amid an environment of ever-changing job security and CDC protocols, our team was
honored to be able to help members of the refugee community gain some peace of mind by securing
SNAP, Medicaid, and Childcare benefits for them and their loved ones. This ensured these families did

not need to worry about where their next meal would come from, that they were able to receive
medical care knowing that they have health insurance, and to seek out or keep job opportunities

without the barrier of expensive childcare. 

CLIENT ADMIN
SUPPORT SERVICES

16
HOUSEHOLDS RECEIVED

SUPPORT

17
APPLICATIONS FOR SNAP,
MEDICAID, OR CHILDCARE

APPROVED

2
FAMILIES APPROVED FOR

RENTAL ASSISTANCE

LETTER FROM CLEVELAND'S 
CONGOLESE COMMUNITY
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Just after 3am on April 20th, 2021, a fire tore through Sifa
Nsimire's home in Cleveland’s East Side. Sifa and her seven
children are from the Democratic Republic of the Congo and
arrived to Cleveland eight years ago. The mom and her adult kids
worked for years to buy their first ever house and watched as
their hard work and dreams went up in smoke. That same day The
Refugee Response launched the Sifa Fund to help raise money for
the family to get back on their feet and have a roof above their
heads. From April to May the Sifa Fund raised $30,930 with The
Refugee Response contributing an additional $5,000. The family
received 100% of the money raised. This funding has allowed the
Nsimire family to stay in temporary housing and at the same time
to purchase a permanent home that is being repaired and
upgraded. New furnaces, heating ducts, electric systems and
water pipes have all been installed. The family has done all of the
other finishing work themselves, from painting the exterior and
interior of the house, putting in dry wall, repair and stairs and
laying in all new flooring. After the meters are installed the family
will be able to move into their home after a long effort to make
this a reality.

"From my heart I say thank you to those who supported us. It gave
us hope after a terrible time. We would not be able to have our
home without you." Sifa Nsimire.   

The Refugee Services Collaborative (RSC) was
formed in 2013 and since that time The Refugee
Response has been a proud member. The
challenges of the past year have shown that now
more than ever there is a need for collaboration.

Involvement in the RSC includes participating in a
number of structured collaborative activities
annually. Membership in the RSC also includes high
level coordination of services and programs across
the sector. This coordination allows for individual
organizations to become sector leaders in areas of
unique strength while also allowing for intra-
agency referrals of clients based upon the
particular needs of clients and the variety of
programs across member agencies. 

In 2021 principle activities included the completion
of a study on secondary immigration, the provision
of emergency assistance to clients from the
Greater Cleveland Covid-10 Rapid Response Fund
and the commissioning of a local immigrant and

REFUGEE SERVICES COLLABORATIVE

CRISIS
RESPONSE
SIFA'S  HOME

refugee led non-profit, Smart Development, to
work on short and long term housing needs in the
Greater Cleveland area for refugee newcomers. 
 This work was generously supported by the John
and Peggy Garson Family Foundation. 

The RSC will continue into 2022 with special
events, such as celebrating World Refugee Day as
well as broad based and far reaching
collaborative efforts to address the highest
number of new arrivals to the area in decades. 
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Sifa Nsimire and her children Elia (left) and
Precious (center) in front of their new home.
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Thanks to incredible community support, The Refugee Response exceeded its fundraising goals for 2021 by 66%.
We received more grant funding than expected, with some old partners increasing their donations and some new
partners supporting us for the first time. We also received the most donations from individual private supporters in
our 11-year lifespan as an organization. Private donations to our general support fund were triple what we
anticipated in 2021. 

The largest unexpected stream of funding we received was in earmarked donations to our Afghan Response fund.
In the days after the fall of the Afghan government, people and organizations donated nearly $200,000 to pay
fees for humanitarian visa applications, which Afghan refugees in Northeast Ohio were scrambling to file for
family members still trapped in Afghanistan. On Aug. 23, we hosted a legal clinic with Catholic Charities, Global
Cleveland and Urban Community School where The Refugee Response covered the application fees for 337
people. 

Donations continued to pour in as Afghan refugees began arriving in the U.S. The additional $195,000 in funds
raised allowed us to add and shift staff positions to organize donation drives, support Afghan kids as they enrolled
in and adjusted to school, and connect new arrivals to long-term housing and rental assistance.

The organization is in a strong financial position going into 2022. We ended 2021 with roughly $400,000 in cash
reserves – an essential buffer to ensure continued operations in case of an unexpected shortfall. This amount
would be enough to keep our programs running for nearly five months. In the spring, we expect to move into our
new offices, which were financed by a capital campaign in 2020. Moving into a fully financed building will free
up funds that would normally be used to pay office rent for programming instead. With two new U.S. Department
of Agriculture grants awarded for 2022, Ohio City Farm is also poised for new infrastructure investments and
growth.

FINANCIAL REPORT



Agnes IgodanJoel MuchekeSabzina MuhibzadaSakhi Faiz

Khwater Nayef Ikenna
Ogwuegbu

Melaak Rashid

Paul SeveloGlory BrissettAbdinoor AbdullahiMarie Gill

COMMUNITY ADVISORY BOARD

 “Representation of my community and the sharing of ideas among such a
diverse talented pool of volunteers has made me feel my community will

forever be heard and listened to.” 
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CAB members met with representatives from USCRI and UsTogether to inform them about mutual aid
available from refugee-led groups, and to make sure new arrivals can reach out to them. The CAB is also
collaborating with Sami Ahmad from Ibn Sina Clinic and other refugee community leaders to launch
projects improving refugee access to healthcare, including vaccination pop-up clinics, community health
fairs and a healthcare informational campaign. In October 2021, The Refugee Response committed
$25,000 it received from the Anisfield-Wolf Memorial Award to the CAB. The group is exploring ways to
invest the funding into refugee communities.

In 2022, CAB members said they are looking forward to:
•  “[Being] connected more with other CAB members,”
•  “Connecting more with the refugee community…,” 
• “[Getting] better at execution of plans,” and 
• “Diving in deeper on how… CAB members can make short-term and long-term impact[s] through CAB.” 

The Community Advisory Board (CAB) gives members of Cleveland-area refugee communities a voice in The
Refugee Response's programming. Launched in 2020, the CAB meets every month to discuss ways refugee
community members can work with The Refugee Response and other refugee-serving agencies in the Cleveland
area. CAB members all come from refugee or immigrant backgrounds.

The CAB’s first year focused on relationship building, idea sharing, and learning. Members formed bonds and
connected with staff members from The Refugee Response and community partners. The CAB formed focus
groups to examine important issues such as refugee access to healthcare. Reflecting on her first year as a CAB
member, Melaak Rashid said,

https://www.refugeeresponse.org/cab-members
https://www.refugeeresponse.org/cab-members
https://www.refugeeresponse.org/cab-members
https://www.refugeeresponse.org/cab-members
https://www.refugeeresponse.org/cab-members
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DONOR LIST
This listing reflects all donations received by 1/18/2022. Any donations received after this
date will be included in our 2022 Annual Report. Thank you to all of our generous donors!

Ambassadors’ Circle 
$100,000 - $150,000
The George Gund Foundation via 
   Community Solutions
JoAnn & Robert Glick Family Fund

Founders’ Circle 
$50,000 - $99,999
Community West Foundation
The Cleveland Foundation
The Dudley P. & Barbara K. Sheffler Foundation
Department of Health and Human Services, Office
  of Refugee Resettlement via Catholic Charities
  Office of Migration and Refugee Services 
Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services via
  Catholic Charities Office of Migration and
  Refugee Services
Office of Refugee Resettlement via Cleveland
   Metropolitan School District
Sandra Sauder Charitable Fund

Partners’ Circle 
$25,000 - $49,999
The Andrews Foundation
The Anisfield-Wolf Memorial Award
Anonymous via Global Cleveland
The Cleveland Foundation via Global Cleveland
William J. Dorothy & K. O'Neill Foundation
The Reinberger Foundation
Urban Community School

Champions’ Circle 
$10,000 - $24,999
Aristotle Design Group
Rita & Peter Carfagna
Rob & J.J. DiGeronimo
Jerry Murphy & Molly Dixon
The Char & Chuck Fowler Family Foundation
Great Lakes Brewing
Jeffrey Robich & Courtney McMahon
Klotzman Family Fund
Joseph & Cynthia Murphy
Marcia & Michael Neundorfer
Paul Neundorfer
Maria Nosse
Oldani Charitable Fund
Roundstone Management, LTD
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Saltzman
Charles Shearer
Molly & Michael Schroeder
Step Forward
Helen Whitehouse
Zapis Communications
Ann Zoller & John Mueller

Advocates’ Circle 
$3,000 - $9,999
Crofton Cares 
Ashley & Michael Fisher
The Peggy and John Garson Family Foundation
Thomas Hoyt & Katharine Brooks Jones Family Fund
Robert Humrick 
Ryan & Amanda Kozak 
Patricia Kulp
Lakeside Foundation  
Rita & Charles Maimbourg
Elizabeth Ring Mather & William Gwinn 
   Mather Fund
Susan Murphy 
Jan Roller & David Abbott
Peggy Sammon 
Sharon & Brad Sanders
Janice Soeder 
Richard Stamberger 
The Robert and Christine Steinmann Foundation 
Mary Jo Tadsen & Joseph Gauntner
Ann Whitney 

 

Leaders’ Circle 
$1,000 - $2,999  
Laura Bobrick 
Karen Brill 
Michael Bryan 
Daniel Bryan 
Margaret Calkins 
Michael Carfagna 
Jane Carson
Kimberly Churbock 
Diane Clemens 
Oatey Co 
Mark Cole 
Mrs. Rita P. Coney 
Mary Ann Corrigan-Davis 
Arlene & Michael D'Alessandro Gift Fund 
Margaret DAnieri
Thao-Vi Dao 
John Davies 
M S Dixon, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. David T. Dombrowiak 
Therese Drake 
Thomas Egelhoff
Embrace Pet Insurance 
Dominion Energy 
Shiksha Daan Federation of India Community
Associations
Food-Conscious.org
Debra & Gary Franke 
Barb & Douglas Friedt
Billie Geyer 
William Hallal 
Jeanne & John Hawkins
Jean Hays 
David Hirt 
Emily Honsa Hicks 
Rubina  Hussain 

Bridget Jablonski Family Fund
Charles M. & Karen Jaff Chaikin Account 
Joe & Anne Juster 
Lisa Kollins 
Egle Laniauskas 
David LaSalvia 
Melissa Laubenthal
Leibert-Karson Charitable Fund
Longview Foundation Charles M. and Laura Stack 
Margaret W. Wong & Associates, LLC
Lara Mancinelli
Mastrantoni Family Foundation Fund  
Lara Marsh 
Alice & John McGinty
Stephen J. McHale
Nancy & John McMillan Charitable Account 
Brian Murphy 
Mary & Raymond Murphy
Beverly Musser 
Stacey Neric
Northeast Ohio Intergroup
Ann Obrien 
Carol & Bruce Oppenheim
Monica  Owen 
Sara & Hunter Peckham
James & Katherine Pender
Hilary Plum
Liam Prendergast
Kershasp & Judy Pundole Family Charitable Fund
Saad Qureshi 
Mark & Jacque Ramba
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Raskind 
Lisa Reed 
Josh Rosen 
Laura Rushton 
Naomi Sabel 
Mary & Joseph Sanders
Sharon Schuldt 
Erin Schwartz 
Alexander Shangraw 
Cori & Trey Sieger
Dorothy Simonis 
Ann Smith 
Anthony Solary 
Richard Soukup 
Charles Stack 
Judith Stryffeler 
Gwendolyn & Michael Summers
Third Federal Savings 
The Thinking Writer
Andrea Thome 
Jes Sellers & Arthur Thomson
Noah Toumert 
Mary Jo Tourmert 
Karis Tzeng 
Marty Uhle 
Anne Unverzagt
Jake Vinson 
Mary Warren
Lucy Ireland Weller & Charles Weller 
Jonathan Wilterdink 
Margaret Wong 
Timothy Wuliger



2 0 2 1  A N N U A L  R E P O R T ,  D O N O R  L I S T  |  2 3

Supporters’ Circle 
$250 - $999      
David Abbott 
Dr. Mansoor Ahmed & Nazima Ahmed
Margaret Amer 
Barbara Andelman 
Brandon Andrew 
Musaab Attaras 
Baird Foundation 
Al Bennett 
Russell Bensing 
Jacqui Berchtold 
Claudia Bjerre
Blackbaud Giving Fund 
Sarah Blake 
George Blake 
Michael Bloomfield 
Michael Bloomfield 
Debora Bork 
Stephanie Boyd 
Robyn Brown 
William  Bruml 
Melissa Capretta 
Larry & Joanne Carmical 
Ashley Casey 
Michael Castrigano 
Todd Celmar 
Champions for Charity
James Cherian 
Amy Chodzin 
Linda Chopra 
Amanda Christenson 
Gretchen & David Christenson
Joseph Cimperman 
Cindy Cipriani 
Diane Citrino 
Anita Cook 
The Conway Family Foundation, Daniel Conway
Consortium Coffee LLC
Shannon Copfer 
Mona Corcoran 
John Corlett 
Mary Ann Corrigan Davis 
Alison Crain 
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Crampton 
David Cratty 
Michael Dalessandro
David & Adelaide Davies 
Kevin DeFranco 
Suzzanne DeGaetano 
Rachel DeGolia & Peter Degolia
Cynthia Demsey 
Karen Desotell 
Joseph DeStefano 
Ann McNally Dienes 
Loreen & Russ Dobos 
Paul Dobrea & James Johnson
Matt Dolan 
Catherine Donnelly 
Sara Doran 
Patricia Dwight 
Gail Eilat 
Michael Ekenstedt 
Laura Englehart 
Grace Evans 
Meredith Evans 
Kathleen Evans 
Amira Fahmy 
Todd Federman 
Arnold Feltoon 
Rex Ferry
Fidelity Charitable 
Kelly Fisher 
Regina  Fitzpatrick 
Charlotte Fowler

Molly Friedman 
William Friedman 
Robert Friel 
Joseph  Frolik 
Frontstream
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Fruchey
Sanjay & Malavika Garg 
Christopher Garr 
Leah Gary 
Andrea Gauding 
Claire Gauntner 
Jessica Geftic
GhostLight Productions
Louis Giesler & Cynthia Tancer
Ann Gilmore 
Elizabeth Glas 
Heather Gluck 
Jaclyn Godic 
Heidi Goldstein William Friedman
Elisabeth Goodman Ross Goodman
Joseph Gramc 
Susan Greene 
Maureen Greicius 
Ann Gynn 
Douglas Haas 
Prudence & Richard Hall
Michael Hancock
Harness Cycle  
David Harris 
Craig Harris 
Donald Harvey  & Susan E. Murray
Barbara & Joseph Haubrich
James Hayes 
Sokhavattey Hem 
Erin Henninger 
Holly Henry 
Robyn Herr 
Lucas Hershberger 
Marion Hill & Alison Hill
Emily Hilty 
Ashlyn Hochschild 
Dorothy & Merl Hokenstad Jr.
Stefanie Holland 
Mary Holmes  
Susan Hood 
Karen Hooser 
Dan Hopper 
Beth Horan 
Carol Hunt & Thomas Mulready Jr.
Huntington National Bank 
Saba Husain 
Ann & Kevin Hyland 
Integrated Health Services Management
Richard Israel 
Robert Jackman 
Julie Jensen 
Liza Michelle Jewelry 
Chelsey Judge 
Stephen Kachmyers 
Tracey Kastelic 
Kevin Kearns 
Richard Kearns 
Steve Keener 
Katherine Kelly 
Robert Kennedy 
Geoffrey Klein 
Jason Klimo 
Theresia Kline 
Kathleen Knittel 
Hattie Kotz 
Martine Kowal 
Wayne Kuznar 
Rosalind Kvet 
Jordan Lakin 
Kathleen Lambrix 
James Lang 

Julia Lauritzen 
Steffen Lauster
Chayla & Isaac Laytin 
Lisa Lazarus 
Tegan Lincoln 
Evelyn Lindenmaier 
Abbey Linville 
Bruce Long 
Michelle Justine Lopez 
Martha Love
The Loyal Dog Photography
Mary Carol Lucic 
Laura & James Lyall 
Joannah Lynch 
Linda Malik 
Peter Marek 
Randolph Markey 
Monica Miller Marsh & Jeffery Marsh 
Karen Mastrangelo 
Lila & Paul McCullough
Kimberly McGowan 
Mary K. McGuirk 
Kristine Mckee 
Amy McKenna 
Peter McMillan 
Stephanie Melnyk 
Srinivas Merugu 
Elizabeth Meyer 
Katelyn & Brad Milius
Suzanne Miller 
Kristen Minichello 
Bradley Miyoshi 
Brenda  Modliszewski 
Elizabeth & Warren Morris
Marla Murphy 
Carolyn Myers 
Mara Myers 
Thomas Naylor 
James Naylor IV 
Eustacia Netzel-Hatcher & Wayne Hatcher
Celeste Ng
Neighborhood Family Practice 
Bruce Nielsen 
Keith Norman 
Alessandra Norris
Nothing But Gratitude  
Jennifer O'Brien 
Kathryn O'Neal 
Jillian Oakes 
Amy & Mason Oatey
Christine Oatey
Blake Oatey 
Naomi Opdycke 
Amy Oppenheim 
Mario Owens 
Joo Youn Park 
Raj Patel 
Katherine & David Pathroff
Denise Pattison 
Naila Paul 
Tom Paulette 
Tana Peckham 
Doug Perkowski 
The Perforce Foundations Fund
Kate Petras 
Pledgeling Foundation
Barbara Gross & Terrence Pollack
Andrew Powers 
Stuart Prendergast 
Carolyn Priemer
Progressive Insurance
Dillon Providen
Quality First Consulting 
Colleen Quinlan 
Shari Radford
Rainbow Lollipop
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Justin Rassi 
Daniel Rettig
Reynolds Family Foundation Fund
Roya Rezaee 
Jason Rife 
Liza Rifkin 
Linda Robertson 
Julie & Todd Robie
Lucy Robinson Cooley  
Joy Roller 
Natalie Ronayne 
Michelle Rose 
Lisa Roth 
Ann M. Rowlett & Joseph Szabo
Patrick Russo 
Jeffrey Rutherford 
Mary Ryan
Salesforce 
Shelly Saltzman 
Ann Sanford 
John and Christine Scheatzle Charitable Trust
Herbert Schilling 
Sharon  Schuldt 
Janice & David Schwieterman
Marissa Seko 
Dipendra Shrestha 
Emily Shumaker-Chupp 
Loren Shumaker-Chupp 
Sarah Sieger 
Katie Simon 
Dorothy Simonis 
Jeffrey Sleasman 
Kevin Smith 
Pamela Snyder 
Kara Soppelsa 
Ashley Southard 
Stuart Spivack 
Megan Sprecher 
Laura Stack 
Cid Standifer 
Maureen Stanton 
Darrell Starnik 
Anne & Brent Stewart 
April Stoltz 
Tricia Storme 
Deedra Strang 
Sangfroid Strategy 
Alison Streiff 
Mary Ellen Szamborski 
Cynthia Tancer 
Hina Tariq 
Cynthia Taylor 
Ari Terjanian 
Matthew Therrian 
Emily Thome 
Robin Thomson 
Mohamed Toumert 
James Triner 
Trinity United Methodist Church
Sarah Tuttle 
Jeremy Umansky 
Loung Ung 
Blanche & Jack Valancy
Troy Valentik 
Dorothy Valerian 
Dominic Visconsi 
Janet Voigt 
David Wallis 
Hannah Weil 
Kimberly Whitney & Elizabeth Leung
Margaret Wilson 
Tessa Wilson 
Richard Winrod 
Christine Wolak 
Philip Woodcock 
Sara Wotman 

Judith & Walter Wright
Amanda Yoho 
Ann Zellmer 
Brent Zimmerman 

Friends’ Circle 
up to $250   
Amelia        
Samuel Abbott 
Manola Acosta
Massimo Bikram Adhikary 
Evelyn Adkins 
Dolores Adler 
Erum Ahmad 
Rachel Akbar 
Suliman Akel 
Lou Ann Albers 
Qataralnada Aljebori 
Sonja Altmayer 
George Alven 
Lyndsey Amend 
Joshua  Anderson 
Michele Anderson 
Teresa Andreani 
Melvin Andrews 
Loren Anthes 
Erica Anton 
Terri Antonucci 
Olivia Arbogast 
Margaret Argiro 
Chris Armington 
Sheila Armstrong 
Monica  Arora 
ARC Media Co.
Kari Fry Art 
Maria Ascarrunz 
Richard Assaf 
Suresh  Babu 
Shirin Bahakim 
Lauren Bailey 
Amy Bailey 
Brandon Ball 
Emily Bango 
Emily Barton 
Lorraine Baumgardner
Be Fitness
Elizabeth Beale 
Caroline Beck 
Linda Beebe 
Jessica Began 
Katrina  Beinecke 
Jeanie & George Belhobek
Alyssa Bell 
Sarah Belzile 
Carolyn Benner 
Laura Bentley 
Andrea Berchowitz 
Celeste Berteau 
Barbara Bertome 
The West Temple Religious School Beth Israel;
   Rabbi Enid Lader
Diane Bickett 
Chloe Bierut  
Laurie Bilger 
Brian Binder 
Elise Blackwell 
Aaron Blawas 
Patricia Blesi 
Dana Blocker 
Douglas Bodmann 
Scott Bogard 
Elizabeth Bolander 
Gillian Bold 
Melanie Bordelois 
Margaret Boros

Debbie Bour 
Hadi & Deanne Bouria 
William  Bowers 
Nicole Boyd 
MarryAnn Boyer 
Lindsey Boyko 
Heather Brack 
Peter Bradley 
Lana Brandt 
Carol Braunschweig 
Katharine Breen 
Robert Breetz 
Mary Breiner 
Adam Bresnahan 
Johannes Breyer 
Anna Brichacek 
Ellen Brinza 
Marcia Brown 
Patricia Brown 
Tammy  Brown 
Alexander Brown 
Monica  & John Brown
Rachel  Browner 
Timothy Bryan 
David Buckle 
Katherine Buerger 
Danielle Bukowski 
Susan Bungard 
Dawn Burdecki 
Sonya Burns 
Erika Byler 
Katie Shinbaum Cahn 
Dominique Cain 
Lauren Calig 
Kathleen Cameron 
Andrew Cappetta 
Michael Carlisle 
Nicole Carlson 
Patricia Carnevale 
Kelly Carpenter 
Carrie Carpenter 
Erin Carter 
Colleen Caso 
Kathleen Catanese 
Taylor Cella 
Kathy Chang 
charlesbulger.com
Judith Charlillo 
Alaina Chela 
Emily Cherney 
Patricia Chmura 
Rahnuma Chowdhury 
Kathleen Joe Cistone
Rebecca Claridge 
Tommie Clifton 
Michael Collier 
Norma & James Collin
Derek Collins 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Cleveland 
Karen Connavino 
Claire Connelly 
Catherine Conway 
Elizabeth Conway 
Aaron Cornell 
Gary Cotton 
Christine Cowen 
Laurie Coyle 
Mary Anne Crampton 
Rachel Croce 
Susan Cromwell 
Jeremy Cronig 
Serena  Cronin 
Theresa Crothers 
Roderick Curry 
Dawn & Raymond Cushing
Jeremiah Cushman 
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Patricia & David Cuthbertson
Marilyn  Cvetic 
CZ
Elizabeth Davies
David Waldman Illustration & Design  
Austin Davis 
Jillian Davis 
Beverlee Day 
Greta De Meyer 
Joan DeLauro 
Nicole Denno 
Collin Derrig 
Cheryl Derrig 
Anne Dersch 
Dr. Andrea & Gary S. Desberg
Maureen & Christopher Devito
Timothy Dewald 
Zachary Dick 
Kristina Dilger 
Roserita DiMillo 
David Dobos 
Andrea Dobrin 
Jane Doherty 
Rose Donohoo 
Emily Dove 
Laura Dowler 
Kayla Drager 
Erika Dreifus 
Rachel Drobnak 
Peter Drouhard 
Miranda Drumm 
Marilyn  Dubasak 
Alexandra Dubecky 
Carla Dunlavey 
Lynn Dunn 
Erika Durham 
Steve Dykman 
Jennifer Dzina 
Nancy Dzurnak 
Zeyd Ebrahim 
Pamla Ehren 
Tamesin Eldredge 
Erin Elszasz 
Julie Engstrom 
Kelly Engstrom 
Colleen Enoch 
Jeffrey Epstein 
Mary Esler 
Susan Esmail 
Lucas Evans 
Sakeena Fatima 
Adele Faure 
Sara Feldenkris 
Sonia Feldman 
Catherine Feldman
Kayla Fenstermaker 
Christine Fergus 
Brandon Fernando 
Theodore Ferringer 
Michael Ferut 
Jessica Findley 
Scott Fine 
Alison Fish 
Brendan Flanagan 
Alexandria Flynn 
Karen & Adam Formanek
Dewey Forwares 
Jennifer Foti 
Melissa Fox 
Lea Frank 
Jonathan Frellich 
Stephanie Frey 
Rebecca Friedman 
Friendship Force of Northeast Ohio
Jannie Frierson 
Katherine Fritsche 

Evan Frost 
Katherine Fulton 
Francis Fungsang 
Barry & Sandra Gabel 
Raymond Gajkowski 
Meghan Gallagher
Kristine Gallagher 
Cheng Gao 
Aditi Garg 
Eileen & Charles Garven
Linda Gasparatos 
Angelique Gates 
Micah Gauntner 
Ann Gaus 
Melissa Gavlak 
Priya Gearin 
Chris Gee 
Pamela Geist 
Allison George 
Mackenzie Gerl 
Kate Gessler 
Jamileh Ghanem 
Erin Gilbride 
Patrice Giudice 
Lisa Gleason 
Elizabeth Goddard 
Georgene & Robert Goddard
Margaret Goddard 
Laurie Godic 
Sarah Goellner 
Sarah Goldberg 
Alan Goldman 
Julia Goll 
Mary Gonsowski 
Lita Gonzalez 
David Goodman 
Rosemary Gornik 
Cheryl Gotliebowski 
Magdalena Grabowska 
Stephen Graham 
Rachel Gray 
Brad Greenberg 
Cindy Greenwald 
Adrian Griffin 
Melissa Griggs 
Malena Krystine Grigoli 
Camilla Grigsby 
Habeebah Grimes 
Sharon  Groh-Wargo 
Andrew & Lois Gross 
Growler Restoration Inc.
Jordyn Grzelewski 
Dawn Gubanc-Anderson
GumiPoni 
Elyse Gustafson 
Auni Haapalahti 
Megan Haftl
Jim Hagan 
Rosemary Haggerty 
Kathleen Haggerty
Hagraeven  
Daniel Hahn 
Abigail Hair 
Kathleen Hale 
Halle Bros. Geranium 
Christine Hall 
Leah Hamman
Cheryl Hanger 
Jessica Hannick 
Andrew Hardis 
Wendy Harley-Campbell 
Benjamin Harnett 
Rebecca Harper 
Greg Harris 
Gideon Hart 
Seth Hartland 

Kyle Hartman 
Carol & Charles Haslett
Kelly Hatgas 
Meghan Hays 
Kelsey Heinen 
Gary Hemphill 
Hana Henry 
Suzanne Herbener 
Ian Herrington 
Heather Herttna 
Kathleen Heydorn 
Gail & Martin Higgins
Karen & William Hiller
Jessica Hilty 
J. Skelly Hirst 
Emily Hofelich-Bowler 
Russ Hoffman 
William Hoffman 
Andrew Holden 
Samuel Hollis 
Lainie Holman 
Linda & David Holzheimer 
Daniel Horvath 
Aimee Hosemann 
Mary Howe 
Meagen Howe 
Bianca Hoye 
Annie Huang 
Daria Hubach 
Rodney Hunter 
Scott Hunzinger 
Margaret Ilersich 
Nancy Isherwood 
Shilpa Iyyer 
Nancy Jacobson 
Shari Jamieson 
Theresa Janszen 
Nicolette Jaworski 
Amy Johnson 
William Jones 
Mary Ellen Jordan 
Martha Joseph 
Joy Machines LLC
Margaret Judd 
Christine Jurcsisn 
David Kachadourian 
Kaitlin K Walsh Photography
Mallory Kanwal 
Rebecca Kapur 
Mary Beth Karakul 
Michelle Karem 
Andrew Karlson 
Reanna Karousis 
Kristine Kascak 
Haley Kauffman 
Elizabeth Kays 
Amy & Ryan Kearns 
Katherine Kelleher 
Matthew Keller 
Sarah Kelly 
Kevin Kennedy 
William  Kenneweg 
Kathy Kenny 
David Kermode 
Laura Kestin 
Sarah & Peter Johnson
Joyce Kim 
Robert Kinas 
Courtney Kishbaugh 
Shana Klein 
Alice Klink 
Julia Knopes 
Karen Koch 
Jonathan Konopka 
John Kopasakis 
Maria Aletta Krabbendam 
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Kris Kramer-Jordan 
Hayley Krill 
Ty Krill 
Jennifer Kuty 
Judith Kuty 
Wayne Kuznar 
Molly & Bob Laks
Lucy Lamparter 
Alyse Lamparyk 
Richard Landis 
Alexandra Lange 
Paul Lauritzen 
Sam Lauritzen 
Brother Robert Lavelle 
Ciara Lawson 
Owain Lawson
Shelly Lazarus
The Lean Green Bean LLC 
Samuel Learner 
Patrick Leary 
Joan Lederer 
Kevin Leeson 
Kelly Legan 
Simren Lehal 
Elizabeth Lehfeldt 
Michael Leone 
Rosa Levin 
Nancy Levin 
Todd Levy 
Nicole Lewis 
Kelly Linden 
Melina Lindsey 
Frances Lissemore 
Donna Liszewski 
Friz-Tone LLC 
Anne Lloyd 
JacqueLyn Lobelle 
Kristen Locascio 
Sarah Lohman 
Alexander Lombardo 
Erin Losey 
Martha Love 
Jillian Lowry 
Allissa Lozano 
Susan Lubell 
Andrew Luehring 
Andres Lugo 
Lori Luken 
Michelle Luscre 
Christine & Stephen Luttner
Carla Macklin 
Mac's Backs Paperbacks  
Robin & Jared Magyar
Judi Mahaney 
Melissa Major 
William Malley 
Mary Manning 
Cristen Marek 
Sam Marijan 
Antonia Marinucci 
Kathy Marsh
Michael Marting 
Pamela Marvinney 
Elaine Mason Henry Richardson, Jr.
Renee Mastrangelo 
April Mather 
Roger Mathess 
Caitlin Matthews 
Bridget Matzie 
Claire McBroom 
Rachel McCarthy 
Patrice McCarthy 
Mary McClain 
Morgan McCullough 
Michaela McDonald 
Linda McDonald

Stacey McKinley 
Dana & Adam McKinney
Florence McLeod
Aimee McNamee
McSherry & Co. LPA  
Paul Meade 
Melissa Meehan 
Sandeep Mehta & Ritu Mehta
J D Mercer 
Kathryn & Guy Mercer 
Elizabeth Meredith 
Jessica Merolla 
Martha Merrill 
Jessica Merugu
David Merwin 
Constant C. Metro Pod 
Julia Mettler-Grove 
Kathryn Metz 
Middle Grades Maven
Heidi Miller 
Jacob Miller 
Rosemary & James Miller
John Mills 
Carolina Miranda 
Tamara Mitchell 
Margaret Mitchell 
Carl Moffi 
Reza Mohammadpour 
Claire Mojher 
Nico Moreta 
William Morgan 
Amelia & Marc Morgenstern
Sarah Morgenstern 
Anne Morrison 
Marietta Morrissey 
Jennifer Morton 
Edward Moser 
Brittany Moses 
Patricia & Kenneth Moss
Elaine Motylinski & Roger Vaccariello
Anusha Mudigonda 
Lydia Mueller 
Michael Mueller 
Felice Mueller 
Andrea Mullen 
Xavier Munoz 
Marion Murfey 
Marion & William Murfey 
Heidi & Brian Murray 
Bridget  Murtha 
Samantha Musser 
Elizabeth Myers 
Carolyn Myers 
Kevin Myhre 
Bernadette Naoum 
Fariha Nasir 
Virginia Needham 
Mike Neidert 
Kelly Nelson 
Michael Neubert 
Joyce Ng 
Sharon Ng 
Tim Nichols 
Will Nickley 
Kathryn Nickley 
Kellie Nock 
Elizabeth Nolan 
Nathan  Noll 
Richard Nosse 
Arline Nosse 
Samantha Nummi 
Donna O'Brien 
Hannah Oakley 
Fallon OBrien 
Sean ODonnell  
Susan Oelbracht 

Seamus Ohara 
Kristin Ohlson 
Humberto Olivos 
Rebecca Onion 
Cynthia Orr 
Catherine Osborn 
Ann Osborne 
Erika Ostrowski 
Lydia Ottaviano 
James Overstreet 
Augie Pacetti 
Julie Palomaki 
Anne Palomaki 
Maureen Panksy 
Erica Panning 
Maureen Pansky 
David Parnell 
Stephanie Pasamonte 
Holly & Wally Pattison 
Raymond Paulett 
Annie Pease & Isaac Robb
Kathryn L. Perkins 
Sharon  & Patrick Perotti
Justin Petro 
Beth Pfohl 
Laura Phillips 
Mark Phillips 
Taylor Pierce 
Emily Pikturna 
Elizabeth Piwkowski  
Marilyn  Polivka 
Lawrence Pollock 
Roselle Ponsaran 
Rachel Pope 
Carolyn Porter 
Julianne Potter 
Douglas Powley 
Cynthia & Thomas Pratt
Kenneth Prendergast 
Trisha Previte 
William Pritts 
Lauren Proffitt 
Timothy Pugliese 
Kristen Pungitore 
Felecia  Qamar 
Helen Qin 
Gay Quereau 
Wesley Raabe 
Sumita Rai 
Kalie Raith 
Barb Rauhe 
Susan Rausch 
Kauser  Razvi 
Kari Rea 
Eleanor Reagan 
Melanie Reda 
Paula Reed 
John Reeve 
Roberta & Mark McDermott
Michael Reiling 
Daniel Rein 
Debra Renkel 
Case Western Reserve University 
Leslie Resnik 
Hallie Rich 
Olivia Richard 
Paul Richardson 
Polly Rideout 
Tiffanie Riggs 
Allison Ring 
Xavier Rivera 
Tatiana Roberts 
Brian Robinson 
Shannon Rodak 
Eva Rodriguez 
Bonnie Stewart Roll
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Sarah Roman 
Christopher Ronayne 
Jonathan Rosati 
J.K. Rossi 
Lynn Roth 
Steven Rugare 
Regina Russo 
Donna Ruther 
Cornelia & George Ryan 
Celeste Rybicki 
Sarah Ryzner 
Jeanette Salupo 
Noor Samman 
Anne Sammarco 
Heidi Samuto 
Jason Sattler 
Kelly Savastano 
Marleen Schachere 
Tom Schaeffer Jr.
Mari Schatz 
Jamie Schecter 
Carl Schierhorn
Andrew Schillinger 
Heidi Schimoler 
Kathleen & Mark Schleisinger
Angela Schmitt 
Harriet Schneiderman 
Emily Schroeder 
Patrick Schuerger 
Ryan Schuessler 
Jason Schuster 
Rita Sehgal 
Susan Seitz 
Susan Semrad 
Strings Sensationale 
Zeeshan Shah 
Anwar Shahin 
Haleigh Shankle 
Elizabeth Shaw 
Arlene & Timothy Sheeran
Aubrey Shepherd 
Hallie Shipley 
Jessica Sikon 
Gayle Silver 
Janice Simmons 
Akshai Singh 
Alissa Sitkowski 
Brian Six 
William  Skora 
Annie Slota 
Karen Small 
Janus Small 
Suzanne & Marc E. Snelson
Corey Snipes 
Renee Snipes 
Allison Snyder 
Robert Soffer 
Dro Sohrabian 

CAK Solutions 
Elizabeth Sords 
Carol Spiros 
Emily Spivack 
Lisa Splawinski 
Maria Staats 
Margaret Stahl 
Bethany Stahler 
Rolland Standish 
Danielle Stanek 
Karl Steel 
Karen Steiger 
Carolyn Steiner 
Pam Steinkamp 
Nancy Stemmer 
Catherine Step & Ryan Vogelgesang
Devon Stephens 
Vera Stevovich 
Denise Stewart 
Andrew Stibora 
Jaimy Stoll 
Michael Straky 
Deborah Straniero 
Emily Strobach 
Danielle Stump 
Colleen Clark-Sutton & Thomas Sutton
Stephanie Swann 
Nathan  Swartzendruber 
John Sweeney 
Kathryn Sweeny 
Lisa-Jean Sylvia 
Joseph  Szabo 
Ursula Szmulowicz 
Caroline Tait 
Michele Tepper 
Elza Ter-Arutyunov 
Joanna Thomas 
Timothy Kilkenny Photography
Chuck Todd 
Bernadette Todd 
Nancy Tondy 
Carolyn Toth 
Alek Toumert 
Nancy Trout 
Simon Trubek-Pence 
Elaine Turley 
Deborah & Roy Turnell
Katelyn Ursu 
Lynn Vail 
Jodi Valentik
Valerie H Productions  
Adam VanHo 
Monika Vatali 
Molly Vaughan 
Meredith Veltri 
Kylea Vignovich 
H. James Vincent 
Rebecca Vinter

Dianne & Dr. David Vogt
Rebecca Voldrich 
Katherine & Michael Walker 
Eileen Wallenhorst 
Rosemary Walmsley 
patricia Walton 
Elmer Ward 
Calloway Warnick 
Megan Warren 
Alisa Warshay 
Desiree Waycaster 
Suzanne Weinfurtner 
Matt Weinkam 
Jennifer Weixel 
Sarah Wells 
Shannon Welsh 
Crystal Welsh 
May Wescott 
Maria West 
Alison Weston 
Catherine Wherley 
Robyn White 
Cynthia White 
Linda Whitman 
Kathleen Wieser 
Cari Wildasinn 
Marissa Williams 
Rachel Williams 
Amanda Williams 
Katharine Wilson 
Lynn Winkelman 
Scott Winzig 
Harry Wise 
Virginia Witte 
Victoria Wojton 
Carol Woods 
oanne Wrasse 
Melody  Yamsek 
Jaclyn Young 
Sarah Young 
Megan Young 
Vivian Yu 
Aida Yuengling 
Deborah Alex & James Yurman 
Daniel Zaas 
Stuart Zaas 
Forest Zahirsky 
Donna Zajaczkowski 
John Zanghi 
Ed Zelaski 
Mary Beth Zeni 
Adam Zimmerman 
Natasa  Zivak 
Mary Zoller 
Kristyn Zollos 
Michelle & Matt Zone 
Zach Zylstra 

THANK YOU.


